
 

 

Rain emergency in hospitals declared  

Dawn Report August 08, 2019  

KARACHI: Sindh Local Government Minister Nasir Hussain Shah following forecast of another 

monsoon spell in Karachi has cancelled leaves of all officials and necessary staff of local bodies with 

the directives that even during holidays they should remain available round-the-clock to discharge 

their duties in any emergency situation.  

Mr Shah, who was presiding over a meeting of the officials concerned at the commissioner’s office 

after taking over the charge of local bodies’ minister, was given a briefing on the emergency 

measures planned regarding rains.  

The minister asked the officials to ensure implementation of their emergency plans.  

New LG minister cancels leaves of all local govt officials with warning of monitoring performance; 

gets briefing on rain safety measures  

The minister warned that it was already decided that in order to meet the challenges posed by the 

rains, the performance of the local bodies institutions would be monitored by Karachi Commissioner 

Iftikhar Shallwani and if anyone was found neglecting their duty, they would be taken to task.  

Besides, all local bodies institutions ought to consult their respective deputy commissioners and any 

assistance they needed for discharging their duties would be provided to them by the government, he 

added.  

Rain emergency declared  

The health department of the Sindh government has declared rain emergency in the provincial 

hospitals between Aug 9 and 12 to deal with any kind of medical emergency during rains.  

The major hospitals of the Sindh government and the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation health 

facilities, including the Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre 

and Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, have been put on high alert.  

Director general of health services of Sindh Dr Masood Ahmed Solangi said the Meteorological 

department had issued an advisory for monsoon rains from Friday to Monday.  

All DHOs have been instructed to establish control room at district level, and implement 24-hour 

emergency in all hospitals. 

Police to get briefing on relief activities 

Additional Inspector General of Police (AIGP) Karachi, Ghulam Nabi Memon on Wednesday 

directed the officials concerned of the Karachi police to formally brief their subordinates regarding 

rescue and relief activities in view of heavy rainfall forecast in the metropolis.  
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In a statement on Wednesday, Mr Memon directed the DIGs and SSPs to develop coordination with 

officials of civic agencies to help masses in case of heavy rains.  

He also directed that necessary arrangements in connection with rain be also made at the level of 

police stations.  

The officer further called for developing liaison with the traffic police to maintain smooth flow of 

traffic and extend help to people.  

PMA urges preventive measures 

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) on Wednesday expressed its concern over the fresh 

Met Office rain forecast for Karachi and the rest of Sindh.  

Secretary general of PMA (Centre) Dr S.M. Qaisar Sajjad said effects of last week’s rains still 

existed and one could see stagnant water and stinking garbage everywhere in the city.  

If it rains further, it could cause more damage to the life and property of the people of Sindh, 

because as yet no precautionary measures are seen on the ground to save the people from the 

expected heavy rains and flooding.  

The PMA asked all authorities to immediately take precautionary measures to make municipal 

and civic infrastructure stronger which always collapsed during rains. 
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